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[bookmark: _Hlk167431620]Summary
When operational work that is completely or partly within a declared Fish Habitat Area (FHA) complies with the requirements in this document, the operational work is authorised as accepted development.
These accepted development requirements are designed to allow self-assessment. It is the user’s responsibility to comply with the requirements. 
This document does not apply to building work within a declared Fish Habitat Area or address other legislative requirements for development such as other development triggers or the need for other authorisation e.g. operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant, tenure under the Land Act 1994, development approvals under the Planning Act 2016, Queensland Heritage Act 1992 or Marine Parks Act 2004 etc. These must be obtained separately.
Accepted development may only occur in a place where a person or entity has a lawful right to undertake that work. As such, it is the responsibility of the proponent to obtain tenure or otherwise meet requirements to lawfully access land where accepted development is proposed.
If development involves operational work that is constructing or raising waterway barrier works, operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant or a material change of use that is aquaculture, refer to the accepted development requirements for:
· constructing or raising waterway barrier works
· operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant
· material change of use that is aquaculture
If the proposed work does not comply with the accepted development requirements, the work is not accepted development. Work that is not accepted development is assessable development and requires development approval:
· For assessable development that is building work within a declared FHA or operational work completely or partly within a declared FHA, a resource allocation authority will also be required under the Fisheries Act 1994, section 76A and 76C
· Contact the State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) to obtain pre-lodgement advice involving relevant agencies[footnoteRef:1]. This will include Fisheries Queensland.   [1:  Note, not all state development triggers are captured through the SARA process, e.g. works in a marine park.] 

· Find out how to submit a development application, including how to use the online preparation and lodgement system MyDAS2.   
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1 [bookmark: _Toc167091904][bookmark: _Toc206411790]Version control
	Version
	Date
	Comment

	1
	3 July 2017
	Transition from previous self-assessable codes (MP06) into accepted development requirements to align with the release of the Planning Act 2016.

	2 
	24 September 2020

	Undertaken by Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation (formerly Department of Environment and Science) under previous memorandum of agreement.

	3 Draft for engagement
	XX XX 2025
	Update of departmental names due to Machinery of Government changes
Minor grammatical edits. 
Update of numbering system for work types.
Inclusion of information boxes.
Incorporation of new rehabilitation section and 10 work types.
Incorporation of 5 new work types, including:
· Upgrade of an existing mooring 
· Removal or relocation of beach wrack from shorelines in a marine protected area
· Construction of fence or bollards for access control
· For maintenance of an existing lawful fishway (private and public)
Review and update of identified issues for 5 existing work types, including:
· Removal of rubbish and dumped materials from a declared FHA
· Removal of derelict vessels, including associated rehabilitation
· For maintenance of aeroplane and helicopter landing areas and certified aerodromes. 
· For ongoing use of dredge material placement sites
· Maintenance of a vehicle road bridge, or culvert crossing
Update of general standards.
Update of timeframes for disaster provisions.
Removal of online notification and updated notification forms.
New terminology added to glossary and minor update to maintenance definition.
Inclusion of new appendices, including:
· Appendix 2 Record keeping for rehabilitation projects
· Appendix 3 Guidance for rehabilitation projects


2 [bookmark: _Toc167091905][bookmark: _Toc206411791]How to use this document
This document includes the following elements to help you determine whether your works completely or partly within a declared FHA are accepted development. This document is reviewed periodically and may be amended, so make sure you are using the current version.
Guides[image: Information with solid fill]
	Information to help guide you will appear like this throughout the document.



Glossary
The glossary, section 9, p. 37, defines specific terms used in this document, which are highlighted in bold throughout. Terms not in the glossary may be defined in the Fisheries Act 1994 (Fisheries Act) or the Planning Act 2016 (Planning Act).  
Requirements
Make sure you read and understand the requirements and specific work types:
· Section 4: Requirements for all work - notification, site access and standards
· Section 5: Requirements for new works - private purpose, public purpose and rehabilitation 
· Section 6: Maintenance of an existing lawful work – private purpose and public purpose
· Section 7: Disaster Recovery Works
· Section 8: Grandfather provisions 
Resources
Resources referred to in this document will help you to comply with the requirements.
The following legislation is available at legislation.qld.gov.au:
· Fisheries Act 1994
· Fisheries (General) Regulation 2019
· Planning Act 2016
· Planning Regulation 2017
Contacts and further information
For more information, including questions about technical matters, visit fisheries.qld.gov.au, email planningassessment@dpi.qld.gov.au or call 13 25 23.



3 [bookmark: _Toc140572210][bookmark: _Toc140572856][bookmark: _Toc140581887][bookmark: _Toc140572211][bookmark: _Toc140572857][bookmark: _Toc140581888][bookmark: _Toc167091908][bookmark: _Toc206411792]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc206411793]Declared fish habitat area legislation 
This document is prepared under the Planning Act and the Fisheries Act and specifies the accepted development requirements for operational work that is completely or partly within a declared FHA. 
[bookmark: _Toc206411795]What is a declared fish habitat area?
Declared FHAs are areas of critical inshore and estuarine fish habitats which play a key role in sustaining fish stocks for recreational and commercial fisheries and Indigenous fishing both locally and regionally. 
Considerable research has been undertaken to investigate the relationships between fish stocks and coastal and freshwater habitats. This research has documented that many fish and crustacean species utilise a range of habitat types over daily, seasonal and lifecycle timeframes, and have highly specific habitat requirements at certain stages of their lifecycles e.g. spawning locations. 
While the exact habitat requirements for every fish or crustacean species inhabiting Queensland waters may not be completely understood, studies estimate that by weight approximately 75% of all seafood caught commercially in Queensland is from species dependent upon estuarine and inshore habitats during at least part of their life cycle. Similarly, a high proportion of species targeted by the recreational fishing sector and indigenous fishers is also dependent on estuarine, inshore and freshwater habitats during part or all of their life cycles.
[bookmark: _Toc206411796]Is fishing allowed in declared fish habitat areas?
The declaration of an FHA does not restrict existing legal recreational, traditional or commercial fishing. Declared FHAs are a form of 'multiple-use' marine protected area where community uses such as legal fishing and boating activities are allowed and encouraged. The only specific restriction on fishing in an FHA is the prohibition of taking bait with a digging implement[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Note, other fisheries management provisions may apply to the area. For example, an area declared as an FHA may be seasonally closed to fishing under the Fisheries Act 1994 or may be subject to marine park fishing restrictions under the Marine Parks Act 2004.] 

[bookmark: _Toc206411797]Development in a declared fish habitat area
Declared FHAs protect all fish habitats within their boundaries against physical disturbance from development. These habitats may include vegetation, sand bars, rocky headlands and other fish habitats. Any development that occurs within an FHA requires authorisation under both the Fisheries Act and the state’s overarching development assessment legislation, the Planning Act.
If development is accepted development under this document, then a resource allocation authority for prescribed works in a declared FHA is not required under the Fisheries Act and development approval under the Planning Act is not required.
Accepted development must comply with all requirements in this document. If they do not comply, the works, by default, are assessable development. It is an offence against the Fisheries Act to carry out works in a declared FHA without a resource allocation authority and an offence against the Planning Act to carry out assessable development without a development permit. Penalties apply.
[bookmark: _Toc167091909][bookmark: _Hlk167440151][bookmark: _Toc206411798]Requirements for all work
All works must comply with sections 4.1 – 4.3, in addition to the requirements of the relevant work type, to comply with these accepted development requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc167091910][bookmark: _Hlk167440545][bookmark: _Toc206411799]Notification
Notify for Accepted development by following the links here.
Notification is to be submitted to Fisheries Queensland, Department of Primary Industries prior to, but no more than 20 business days before commencing works, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by Fisheries Queensland. The exception is for works being undertaken under section 7 of the document for which notification must be provided as soon as practicable after commencement. 
You do not need to wait for a reply to commence your work. You may be required to obtain approvals from other agencies prior to commencing work.  
A map of the location of the works is to be submitted with the notification and all sections must be completed in full. Where there are other exceptions to the requirements for notification, this is provided as guidance throughout the document.
[bookmark: _Toc206411440][bookmark: _Toc206411800][bookmark: _Toc206411441][bookmark: _Toc206411801][bookmark: _Toc206411442][bookmark: _Toc206411802][bookmark: _Toc206411443][bookmark: _Toc206411803][bookmark: _Toc206411444][bookmark: _Toc206411804][bookmark: _Toc168645950][bookmark: _Toc172621019][bookmark: _Toc172623434][bookmark: _Toc174360754][bookmark: _Toc180479922][bookmark: _Toc145421185][bookmark: _Toc167091911][bookmark: _Toc206411805]Site access
Sites where accepted development is occurring must be open for inspection by Fisheries Queensland staff during business hours, during works and on request.
[bookmark: _Toc167091912][bookmark: _Toc206411806]Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk168399749]Under these accepted development requirements, the following standards apply:
1. Works within a declared FHA that impact listed threatened species and/or threatened ecological communities are not permitted under these accepted development requirements, unless:
· specifically permitted under these accepted development requirements, or
· a specific approval, under the legislation protecting the species or community based on its threatened status, is held and the work is otherwise consistent with a work type within this document. 
2. Development work must minimise impacts to the declared FHA.
3. Minimise the area of sediment disturbed or compacted e.g. construct a work platform above the substrate.
4. Where work is maintenance of, or otherwise involves an existing lawful work, documented evidence that the structure is a lawful work is to be provided on request. An example of documented evidence includes a copy of the original valid approval for the work that is being maintained.
5. Disturbed land outside of any permanent works footprint is to be restored to pre-works profiles to promote natural rehabilitation of fish habitats[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Components of work that are drain maintenance, authorised dredging, and dredge spoil disposal activities and runnelling to approved profiles are not required to comply with this standard.] 

6. Other than spoil deliberately used for re-profiling the substrate, spoil from excavation must be removed from tidal land, other wetlands, including waterways and the declared FHA.
7. Spoil and disturbed substrate is managed to prevent acid sulfate soil oxidation and movement of sediment, runoff and leachate to fish habitats.
8. New works are designed to avoid transferring erosion to adjacent areas. 
9. Limit the use of machinery and use machinery no larger than that required for the purpose. Impacts to declared FHAs caused by machinery must be within the allowable disturbance area for the applicable work type. 
10. Prevent erosion from occurring and prevent sediment from entering the waterway. 

	[image: Information with solid fill]Refer to the Best Practice Erosion and Sediment Control document. 



[image: Information with solid fill]
	Where works within a declared FHA will also impact marine plants, authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




[bookmark: _Toc167091914][bookmark: _Toc206411807]Requirements for new work
[bookmark: _Toc167091915][bookmark: _Toc206411808]New work for a private purpose
[bookmark: _Hlk168395921]Table 1 lists the requirements for accepted development including the maximum allowable disturbance for new work that is operational work completely or partly within a declared FHA for a private purpose.
Table 1 – Accepted Development Requirements– New work for a private purpose 
	Work type
	Requirements for accepted development

	5.1.1 Restoration or other actions as directed by Fisheries Queensland; or under an enforcement or restoration order or an enforcement or trespass notice issued under Queensland or Commonwealth legislation
	Disturbance area within a declared FHA is limited to the direction, or as required to fulfil the notice.

	5.1.2 Works associated with providing an environmental offset for impacts to marine plants, declared FHAs or waterways providing for fish passage
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to works detailed in an offset delivery plan referenced in an agreed delivery arrangement that has been executed and is current under the Environmental Offsets Act 2014.

	5.1.3 Installation of vessel moorings approved by the Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR)
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· A maximum of 1 m2 for each mooring
· Within a management B area only 
· Within the boundaries of a designated mooring area listed in Appendix 1.

The mooring is located in navigable waters at lowest astronomical tide.
Dredging is not required for the use of the mooring.
The vessel does not rest on the substrate at any time.
Mooring tackle does not rest on the substrate at any time.

	5.1.4 For educational, research or monitoring work
	Works in accordance with the requirements below are undertaken by a:
· Primary, secondary or tertiary institution
· Research institution
· Registered surveyor
· Registered research company
· Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant
· Natural Resource Management group
· Government agency
· Port authority

For collection of marine plants:
Works within a declared FHA are permitted.
[image: Information with solid fill]
	Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.



For collection of vegetation other than marine plants:
No more than twenty litres of vegetation may be collected in one day.
Vegetation is to be bagged and labelled with the location and collection date.
For line-of-sight boundary definition and boundary survey:
Works to obtain line-of-sight for boundary definition and survey of existing property boundaries are restricted to a maximum one metre disturbance path width.
For sediment collection, substrate disturbance and placement of in-situ sampling/monitoring equipment:
Disturbance of the declared FHA is restricted to a maximum of 10 m2 for each notified work.

	5.1.5 Upgrade of an existing mooring approved by the Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR) to an environmentally friendly mooring

	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· A maximum permanent footprint of 1 m2 for each mooring
· A maximum temporary footprint of 3 m2 for the removal and replacement of each mooring

The mooring is located in navigable waters at lowest astronomical tide.
Dredging is not required for the use of the mooring.
The vessel does not rest on the substrate at any time.
Mooring tackle does not rest on the substrate at any time.

	[image: Information with solid fill]Existing moorings in an FHA that are not approved by DTMR and new moorings cannot be authorised by using this work type








[bookmark: _Toc174360760][bookmark: _Toc180479928][bookmark: _Toc168645956][bookmark: _Toc168650177][bookmark: _Toc206411809][bookmark: _Toc167091917]

New work for a public purpose 
Table 2 lists the requirements for accepted development including the maximum allowable disturbance for new work that is operational work completely or partly within a declared FHA for a public purpose. 
Table 2 – Accepted Development Requirements– New work for a public purpose 
	Work type
	Requirements for accepted development

	5.2.1 Installation of swimming safety enclosures
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The area within the enclosure and 
· Within five metres of the perimeter of the enclosure, other than the offshore side where disturbance is restricted to within one metre of the perimeter.

	5.2.2 Installation of temporary structures for safety at aquatic events.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to a maximum of 5 m2 per anchor or mooring.
Temporary structures are to be installed no more than five days before the event and must be removed within three days of event conclusion.

	5.2.3 Removal or disturbance of fallen trees from declared FHA to restore safe public access and use of public infrastructure
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to the removal or disturbance of fallen trees and other detached plant material of terrestrial origin that have fallen or washed into the declared FHA due to a particular event, such as lightning strike or erosion. 

[image: Information with solid fill]
	Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.



	[image: Information with solid fill]Notification under Section 4 does not apply.




	5.2.4 Removal or relocation of beach wrack from shorelines in a marine protected area 

	Works within a declared FHA are limited to the targeted removal or relocation of beach wrack.
Lawful access points to shorelines are used to minimise impacts to fish habitat values in the declared FHA.
Works must be undertaken by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) or their supervised delegates.

	[image: Information with solid fill]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	5.2.5 Saltmarsh burning for reduction of fire hazard to the public or ecosystem management
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to the burning of saltmarsh for public health and safety or ecosystem management on Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) managed land.
Works are undertaken by QPWS or their supervised delegates. 
Works must be planned and undertaken in accordance with the QPWS Fire Management System and relevant Bioregional Planned burn guideline.

	[image: Information with solid fill]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	5.2.6 Removal of algae and cyanobacteria from beaches and foreshores that is toxic or has become a public health issue.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to the targeted removal of cyanobacteria and/or algae and incidental disturbance of substrate and other unattached vegetation whilst undertaking these works.
[image: Information with solid fill]
	Notification under Section 4 does not apply




	5.2.7 Removal of rubbish and dumped materials from a declared FHA 

	Works[footnoteRef:4] within a declared FHA are limited to temporary impacts to a maximum area of 40 m2 for targeted removal of rubbish and dumped materials. [4:  The works referred to are for disturbance of the declared Fish Habitat Area e.g. for access, to remove rubbish. Rubbish removal itself is not works.] 



	5.2.8 Removal of derelict vessels, including associated rehabilitation 


	Works within a declared FHA are limited to the minimum required to facilitate the vessel removal including: 
· The footprint of the vessel 
· Up to an additional four metres around the perimeter of the vessel if required 
· The airspace above and substrate below the vessel 
Other requirements 
Tidal profiles and substrate are to be restored to be consistent with the adjacent area and to allow for natural rehabilitation of fish habitats. 
Temporary access requirements 
Works within a declared FHA are limited to; 
· The line of least disturbance to marine plants or other fish habitat values in the declared FHA in that order of priority, and 
· Up to a maximum of 50 m2 
· Post works, access tracks are to be reprofiled to be consistent with the surrounding profiles, substrate and compaction.  

[image: Information with solid fill]
	Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	5.2.9 Installation of safety and warning signs with an overriding requirement to be located within a declared FHA
	
Works within a declared FHA are limited to a maximum of 2 m2 for the installation of each sign.
[image: Information with solid fill]
	Notification under Section 4 does not apply




	5.2.10 Installation of vessel mooring approved by the Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR)


	Works within a declared FHA are restricted to management B areas only.
Works are limited to a maximum of 5 m2 
for each mooring.

Mooring is located in navigable waters at lowest astronomical tide.
Dredging is not required for the use of the mooring. 
The vessel does not rest on the substrate at any time.
Mooring tackle does not rest on the substrate at any time.

	5.2.11 Installation of vessel moorings used for emergency health and safety purposes

	Works within a declared FHA are limited to a maximum of 5 m2 for each DTMR approved mooring.
Moorings are specified in a plan that establishes the health and safety risk being managed and has been endorsed by DTMR e.g. a cyclone contingency plan.
The mooring is located in navigable waters at lowest astronomical tide.
Dredging is not required for the use of the mooring. 
The vessel does not rest on the substrate at any time.
Mooring tackle does not rest on the substrate at any time.

	5.2.12 Relocation of existing aids to navigation

	
Works within a declared FHA are limited to a maximum of 5 m2 for the relocation of each existing navigation aid to maintain alignment with the deepest or safest channel[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  The area of a channel marked by aids to navigation is excluded from any declared FHA under s.78 of the Fisheries (General) Regulation.
] 

[image: Information with solid fill]
	Notification under Section 4 does not apply




	5.2.13 Installation of new aids to navigation
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to a maximum disturbance area of 5 m2 for each navigation aid5.

	5.2.14 For educational, research or monitoring work
	Works in accordance with the requirements below are undertaken by:
· Government agency
· Primary, secondary or tertiary educational institution
· Research institution
· Registered surveyor
· Registered research company
· Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant
· Natural resource management group
· Port authority

For collection of marine plants:
Works within a declared FHA are permitted.
[image: Information with solid fill]
	Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.



For collection of vegetation other than marine plants:
No more than twenty litres of vegetation may be collected in one day.
Vegetation is to be bagged and labelled with the location and collection date.
For line-of-sight boundary definition and boundary survey:
Works to obtain line-of-sight for boundary definition and survey of existing property boundaries are restricted to a maximum one metre disturbance path width.
For sediment collection, substrate disturbance and placement of in-situ sampling/monitoring equipment:
Disturbance of the declared FHA is restricted to a maximum of 10 m2 for each notified work.


	5.2.15 Construction of fence or bollards for access control 

	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· Within 1 m from the edge of lawful access points.

Fences are constructed above highest astronomical tide. 
Fences and bollards are designed to prevent impacts from access to the declared FHA.

	[image: A blue circle with a letter i in it

Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	[image: A blue circle with a letter i in it

Description automatically generated]Fences may constitute waterway barrier works, for example if they span waterways. Prelodgement advice should be obtained from SARA








[bookmark: _Toc206411810][bookmark: _Hlk180664232]New work that is rehabilitation 
Table 3 lists the requirements for accepted development including the maximum allowable disturbance for new work that is completely or partly within a declared FHA for a rehabilitation purpose. 

	[image: Information i in a circle with solid fill]Before starting any rehabilitation works, the aim should be to prevent further degradation. Managing degrading processes to allow natural regeneration of marine plants is often more successful than actively planting. Where natural regeneration is slow or unsuccessful, assisted rehabilitation may be appropriate.
See Appendix 3 for more guidance.



Table 3 – Accepted Development Requirements– New work that is rehabilitation 
	Work type
	Requirements for accepted development

	5.3.1 Collection of marine plants from within a declared FHA for rehabilitation within the same declared FHA
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to the collection of marine plants for rehabilitation within the same declared FHA as the rehabilitation site.
Collection of marine plants from within a declared FHA occurs when it is not practicable to collect marine plants from outside the declared FHA.
Collection complies with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
[image: Information with solid fill]
	Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	5.3.2 Planting vegetation in a declared FHA
	Planting within a declared FHA is only undertaken in a disturbed area that requires active rehabilitation to return it to pre-disturbance condition. 
Vegetation species must be consistent with the naturally occurring species assemblage at undisturbed areas near the rehabilitation site. Vegetation used is to be from within 100 km of the rehabilitation site 
For mangroves: do not plant seedlings at a higher density than one seedling per 0.5 m2, to allow room for the seedlings to grow and provide room for access if thinning is required.
The rehabilitation site is to be monitored at least three times including once within the first 3 months, once between the 5th and 7th months and once in the 12th month after completion of the on-ground works.
Records are to be kept as per the relevant sections of Appendix 2 of this document and submitted to DPI at notifications@dpi.qld.gov.au  within 2 months of the final monitoring event.


	[image: A blue circle with a letter i in it

Description automatically generated]Rehabilitation is to be undertaken generally in accordance with the guidance in Appendix 3 of this document.





	5.3.3 Bank reprofiling resulting in a net increase of fisheries values within the declared FHA through natural or active rehabilitation.
	Works in accordance with the requirements below must be undertaken by a:
· Research institution
· Registered research company
· Government agency
· Port authority
· Natural resource management group
· Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant.

Works within a declared FHA are limited to works associated with restoration or rehabilitation of fish habitats where there is an actively eroding bank.

Final bank profiles provide hydrology, tidal profile and substrate that are conducive to the rehabilitation of fish habitat values and are consistent with the naturally occurring fish habitats at undisturbed areas adjacent to the rehabilitation site.
The rehabilitation site is to be monitored at least three times including once within the first 3 months, once between the 5th and 7th months and once in the 12th month after completion of the on-ground works.
Records are to be kept as per the relevant sections of Appendix 2 of this document and submitted to DPI at notifications@dpi.qld.gov.au  within 2 months of the final monitoring event.

	[image: A blue circle with a letter i in it

Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.
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Description automatically generated]Rehabilitation is to be undertaken generally in accordance with the guidance in Appendix 3 of this document.





	5.3.4 Placement of structures on tidal land within a declared FHA to facilitate the colonisation of fish habitat values and stabilise the eroded bank e.g. coir logs, rock fillets, timber fillets 
This work type is only appropriate for areas where there is a wide enough intertidal bench in front of the bank to place the structure and have marine plants re-colonise behind it.
	Works in accordance with the requirements below must be undertaken by a:
· Research institution
· Registered research company
· Government agency
· Port authority
· Natural resource management group
· Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant.

Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· structures for the primary purpose of facilitating rehabilitation of fish habitat values, such as marine plant and shellfish colonisation.
· Within a management B area only 

Groynes are not accepted.
Structures associated with rehabilitation are made from natural materials or designed to break down and are non-polluting e.g. rock, shell, wood.
Structures are placed to limit erosive forces on natural tidal substrate in areas landward of the structure that are conducive for the rehabilitation of fish habitat values.
Structures are placed to ensure fish are not trapped behind the structures on receding tides.
Each fillet is to be no more than 30 m long.
Rock fillets are limited to the height of local mean high-water springs
All structures are secured so they do not dislodge.
Where timber is used, it is untreated.
The rehabilitation site is to be monitored at least three times including once within the first 3 months, once between the 5th and 7th months and once in the 12th month after completion of the on-ground works.
Records are to be kept as per the relevant sections of Appendix 2 of this document and submitted to DPI at notifications@dpi.qld.gov.au  within 2 months of the final monitoring event.
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Description automatically generated] Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.
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Description automatically generated]Rehabilitation is to be undertaken generally in accordance with the guidance in Appendix 3 of this document.





	5.3.5 Complete or partial removal of man-made tidal bund; or removal or modification of a tidal restriction mechanism from within a declared FHA to increase tidal flow and fish habitat establishment 
	Works in accordance with the requirements below must be undertaken by a:
· Research institution
· Registered research company
· Government agency
· Port authority
· Natural resource management group
· Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant.

For man-made tidal bunds
Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The footprint of the tidal bund; and
· Up to an additional one metre around the perimeter of the bund if required

For tidal-restriction mechanisms

Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· Up to one metre around the perimeter of the structure.

For unnaturally accreted sediment downstream/upstream of the bund or structure
Works within a declared FHA are limited to the minimum required to reconnect remnant channels and restore tidal flows.
Temporary access requirements 
Disturbance within a declared FHA for access to remove a man-made tidal bund is limited to:
· The line of least disturbance, and 
· The minimum required to allow for the removal of the bund, up to a maximum of 50 m2, and 
· Post works, access tracks are to be reprofiled to be consistent with the surrounding profiles, substrate and compaction.  
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Description automatically generated]It is recommended to consult with impacted stakeholders and understand the implications before undertaking barrier removal as some barriers can hold back substantial volumes of water and sediments. This work type considers impacts to the declared FHA only. There are other issues likely to be relevant to barrier removal, particularly in tidal areas. 
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Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	[image: Information with solid fill]Partial removal of bunds within tidal waterways are likely to require waterway barrier works approval. This must be authorised under the Accepted development requirements for operational work that is the constructing or raising waterway barrier works; or will require a development approval under the Planning Act.



Sediments and potential contaminants on the upstream side of the barrier are managed in accordance with best practise erosion and sediment guidelines and are not released into waterways. 
Remove spoil and all material associated with the bund removal from tidal lands and waterways and dispose of at an appropriate licensed facility that accepts this type of waste.
Potential and actual acid sulfate soils are managed in accordance with the most updated version of the Queensland Acid Sulfate Soil Technical Manual.
Restore tidal land profiles that are temporarily disturbed by the development to pre-works profiles.
The rehabilitation site is to be monitored at least three times including once within the first 3 months, once between the 5th and 7th months and once in the 12th month after completion of the on-ground works to ensure:
· Fish habitat values are reestablishing in the increased tidal area
· The integrity of any remaining bund material is maintained if applicable

Records are to be kept as per the relevant sections of Appendix 2 of this document and submitted to DPI at notifications@dpi.qld.gov.au  within 2 months of the final monitoring event.
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Description automatically generated]Rehabilitation is to be undertaken generally in accordance with the guidance in Appendix 3 of this document.




	5.3.6 Shellfish reef rehabilitation within a declared FHA
	Works in accordance with the requirements below must be undertaken by a:
· Research institution
· Registered research company
· Government agency
· Port authority
· Natural resource management group
· Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant

Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The permanent footprint of the reef units

Any shell material must be sterilised before inclusion in the reef.
Design and placement of reef substrate or structures:
Reef units are made from materials that are natural or designed to break down and are non-polluting
Do not alter coastal processes that would impact nearby fish habitats 
Do not result in fish becoming trapped or stranded.
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Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	[image: A blue circle with a letter i in it

Description automatically generated]Shellfish reef units should be placed in areas that are conducive to shellfish colonisation, such as:
· Stable sea floor
· Good water flow
· Minimal sediment deposition
· Proximity to reef forming shellfish



	Other authorisations are likely to be required. For example: 
- The placement of live shellfish is likely to require a general fisheries permit
- Authorisation for the use of oyster shell requires compliance with the End of Waste Code Oyster shells (ENEW07278317).[image: A blue circle with a letter i in it

Description automatically generated] 




	5.3.7 Coral reef rehabilitation and repair following damage from natural disaster, crown-of-thorns starfish outbreak, or other acute physical disturbance within a declared FHA
	Works in accordance with the requirements below must be undertaken by a:
· Research institution
· Registered research company
· Government agency
· Port authority
· Natural resource management group
· Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant

Works within a declared FHA for coral colonisation are limited to:
· Placement of materials that are natural or designed to break down and are non-polluting
· Locations where the conditions are conducive to coral growth and colonisation
· Interference of no more than 100 m2 of the declared FHA
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Description automatically generated]Coral reef rehabilitation projects may need additional authorisation under Commonwealth and/or Queensland legislation. 




	5.3.8 Rehabilitation of declared FHA values through the removal of structures
	Works within the declared FHA are restricted to temporary disturbance associated with the removal of a structure and limited to:
· The footprint of the structure
· Up to an additional four metres around the perimeter of the structure
· The airspace above and substrate below this area

Tidal profiles and substrate are to be restored to be consistent with the adjacent area and allow for natural rehabilitation of fish habitat values. 
Structures cannot be replaced under this work type.
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Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	5.3.9 Translocation of epiphytes growing on marine plants within a declared FHA, including ferns, orchids and ant plants 
	Translocation of epiphytic marine plants within the same declared FHA is allowed.
[image: Information with solid fill]
	Authorisation for marine plants to be translocated requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Note: Translocation of marine plants under the ADR is limited to situations where the host plant:
· Is authorised for removal, destruction or damage, or
· Under imminent threat from erosion or other natural process, or
· The host plant is dead
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.




	5.3.10 Retrofitting living seawall tiles to an existing lawful work
	Installation of living seawall tiles to existing structures is allowed within a declared FHA.
[image: Information with solid fill]
	Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.
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	The lawful use of physical, pesticide and biological controls in a declared FHA is allowed as per the Fish Habitat Area Code of Practice.
Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.






[bookmark: _Toc167091930][bookmark: _Toc206411811]

Maintenance of an existing lawful work
[bookmark: _Toc206411812]Maintenance of existing lawful work for a private or public purpose

[bookmark: _Toc482621540]Table 4 lists the requirements for accepted development including the maximum allowable disturbance for maintenance work that is operational work completely or partly within a declared FHA for a private or public purpose.
Table 4 – Accepted Development requirements – Maintenance work for a private or public purpose
	Work type
	Requirements for accepted development

	6.4.1 For maintenance of an existing lawful work that is not specifically referenced in any other item of this Table 4.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The footprint of the work
· Up to an additional one metre around the perimeter of the work
· The airspace above and substrate below this area.

	6.4.2 For maintenance of aeroplane and helicopter landing areas and certified aerodromes.
	Maintenance involving works within a declared FHA is limited to the minimum required for the obstacle and visual segment surface limitations detailed in the aerodromes manual and in accordance with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority rules, regulations and manual of standards. https://www.casa.gov.au/landing-page/rules-and-regulations

	6.4.3 For maintenance of a constructed marina or boat harbour.
	Works must occur entirely within the footprint of the constructed marina or boat harbour to the approved design specifications.

	6.4.4 For maintenance of a constructed drain that is lined or unlined.
	Works within a declared FHA necessary to maintain the profile of an existing drain are limited to:
· The bed and banks of the drain, and 
· Machinery access points.

Access points on the top of the bank are strategically located to minimise disturbance and limited to a total area of 40 m2.
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Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.





	6.4.5 For maintenance of a drain inlet or outlet.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· Five metres in front of the drain inlet/outlet; and 
· One metre each side of the inlet or outlet.

	6.4.6 For ongoing use of dredge material placement sites in an agreed Dredge Management Plan or as specified in a current authority for the environmentally relevant activity.
	Works within the declared FHA are limited to within the bounds of the original approved dredge placement site.
[image: Information i in a circle with solid fill]

Ongoing use means that after all applicable approvals have been obtained to authorise an initial dredge placement site.

[image: Information i in a circle with solid fill]

This work type cannot be used to authorise impacts within a declared Fish Habitat Area associated with the initial placement of dredge spoil in a new placement site. This must be authorised through a development approval under the Planning Act and a Resource Allocation Authority under the Fisheries Act.



	6.4.7 For maintenance of warning signs and official navigation leads.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to a maximum total disturbance area of 50 m2.

	6.4.8 For maintenance of an existing powerline or associated powerline infrastructure e.g. powerlines, posts, stays and poles, including formed and unformed maintenance vehicle access tracks, warning signs or viewing arcs and decommissioning[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Allowable disturbance requirements were determined in consultation with the energy sector.] 

	Maintenance does not include:
· Works that will more than double the diameter of an existing pole
· Relocation of an existing powerline or associated powerline infrastructure.

Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
For powerlines:
· Allowable disturbance is within 7 m of powerline.

For powerline infrastructure e.g. towers, power poles, posts, stays and pylons:
· Within ten metres of any extremity of the subtransmission pole or associated infrastructure.
· Within 20 metres of any extremity of the transmission structure or associated power infrastructure.
· The minimum required for access to allow maintenance of stays.

For visibility or warning signs that cannot be practicably re-located in front of the marine plant fringe:
· A total area no greater than 50 m2.
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Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.



For an existing formed access track to powerlines or associated powerline infrastructure:
· A maximum distance of one metre from any edge of the driveable surface of the track.

For an existing unformed access track to powerlines or associated powerline infrastructure:
· A maximum distance of three metres from each side of the centre line of the track.

For decommissioning of powerlines and associated powerline infrastructure including access tracks:
· Within ten metres or any extremity of the subtransmission pole or associated infrastructure.
· Within 20 metres of any extremity of the transmission structure or associated power infrastructure.
· The minimum required for access to allow decommissioning of stays.
· A maximum distance of one metre from any edge of the driveable surface of a formed access track.
· A maximum distance of three metres from each side of the centre line of an unformed access track.
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Description automatically generated]Stumping of poles at ground level may provide a lesser impact alternative to complete removal.
Public access should be restricted where appropriate to prevent unauthorised access and promote natural revegetation.




	6.4.9 For maintenance of an existing lawful fishway
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The footprint of the structure;
· 3 m in front of the entrance and 3 m in front of the exit of the fishway; and
· No more than 1 m around the perimeter of the fishway; and
· Only that which is reasonably necessary to maintain the functionality of the fishway
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Description automatically generated]Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.









[bookmark: _Toc206411813]Maintenance of existing lawful work for a public purpose only
Table 5 lists the requirements for accepted development including the maximum allowable disturbance for maintenance work that is operational work completely or partly within a declared FHA for a public purpose only.
Table 5 – Accepted Development requirements – Maintenance work for a public purpose only
	Works type
	Requirements for accepted development

	6.5.1 For maintenance of a bird hide
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· One metre under and around the bird hide, and
· Ten metres from the bird hide within the arc of viewing to the height of the viewing line.


	6.5.2 For maintenance of a boat ramp
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The footprint of the boat ramp, and 
· Ten metres from the perimeter of the footprint.


	6.5.3 For maintenance of a vehicle road bridge, or culvert crossing including approaches
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The footprint of the vehicle road infrastructure, and 
· Five metres from the perimeter of the footprint.

	6.5.4 For maintenance of rail infrastructure including lines, bridges, approaches, line-of- sight, powerlines, formed and unformed maintenance vehicle access tracks
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
For rail lines or bridges:
· The footprint of the rail line or bridge, and 
· Five metres from the perimeter of the footprint
For overhead rail powerlines:
· Seven metres above, below and each side of the lines.

For an existing formed access track to powerlines or associated powerline infrastructure:
· A maximum distance of one metre from any edge of the driveable surface of the track.

For an existing unformed access track to powerlines or associated powerline infrastructure:
· A maximum distance of three metres from each side of the centre line of the track.


	6.5.5 For maintenance of a swimming enclosure.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· The area within the enclosure and 
· Within five metres of the perimeter of the enclosure, other than the offshore side where disturbance is restricted to within one metre of the perimeter.

	6.5.6 For maintenance of an unformed local authority or government agency vehicle access path.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to within three metres on each side of the centre line of the path.

	6.5.7 Maintenance of a raised causeway for road access across tidal lands.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to:
· Within five metres from the road pavement edge on each side, 
Or

· One metre from the edge of the causeway batter slope, 
whichever is greater.


	6.5.8 For maintenance of road safety—maintenance of sight clearance lines at intersections, roundabouts, interchanges and horizontal curves.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to that which is required to achieve the maintenance of sight clearance lines for road safety at all intersections, roundabouts and horizontal curves in accordance with the current published road design standards accepted in Queensland.
Works are to be undertaken by the agency responsible for maintenance of the road, or an entity contracted by the agency responsible for maintaining the road.

	6.5.9 For maintenance of runnels for mosquito control.
	Works within a declared FHA are limited to the following:
· Periodic re-profiling of runnels with spoil broadcast in a thin layer over adjacent areas using a runnelling machine. 
· Broadcast spoil does not smother fish habitats or affect tidal flows.
· Filling the runnel if it has been placed incorrectly or backfilling the runnel outlet to reduce scouring and encourage sheet flow during tidal exchange.
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	6.5.10 For maintenance of beach access roads and tracks.

	Works within a declared FHA are limited to: 
· The minimum required to maintain existing sandy beach access roads and tracks, including use of sand from the beach following damage from a storm event. 

Works are to be undertaken by the agency responsible for maintenance of the road or track, or an entity contracted by the agency responsible for maintaining the road or track.
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Description automatically generated] Authorisation of the removal of marine plants requires a development approval or compliance with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
Separate notification is required under each of the Accepted Development Requirements, where applicable.
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[bookmark: _Toc206411454][bookmark: _Toc206411814][bookmark: _Toc206411815]Disaster recovery works 
In addition to the above accepted development requirements, which are still available for use, these provisions apply to otherwise lawful recovery works within a declared area in and immediately following disaster situations declared under the Disaster Management Act 2003. These provisions:
· apply to otherwise lawful replacement and/or repair to public and private infrastructure that have been damaged by a disaster and occur within a declared area
· are in effect for two years from the date of declaration of a disaster situation 
· apply to all individuals and organisations lawfully undertaking recovery works on a lawful work
· allow that where recovery works have commenced without notification, notification is to be lodged with Fisheries Queensland, Department of Primary Industries as soon as practicable after the commencement of the recovery works
Table 6 – Accepted Development Requirements– Recovery works for declared disaster situations 
	Works type
	Requirements for accepted development

	7.6.1 Otherwise lawful like-for-like replacement of infrastructure that has been lost or damaged in a declared disaster.
	Works within a declared FHA are for recovery works to restore an existing lawful work.
The recovery works will reinstate the lawful work within the existing footprint and will provide the same function.
Where the lawful work is a revetment wall or bridge, the existing footprint means a similar footprint in relation to the location of the bank alignment post-disaster.
Recovery works can be undertaken under any tidal or other flow conditions.

	7.6.2 Retrieval of vessels and debris from declared FHA.
	Disturbance of declared FHA associated with retrieval is minimised wherever possible.
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Description automatically generated]Works within a declared FHA required to undertake the retrieval should be in proportion to the need for the retrieval.




	7.6.3 Damaged marine plants that pose a public safety concern or threaten private or public infrastructure can be made safe by trimming.
	If the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant is required, it is authorised under a development approval or complies with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
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Description automatically generated] Notification under section 4 does not apply.




	7.6.4 Removal of unattached marine plant debris from declared FHA.
	If the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant is required, it is authorised under a development approval or complies with the Accepted Development Requirements for operational work that is the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant.
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Description automatically generated] A person exercising powers under section 77 of the Disaster Management Act is considered to be acting lawfully for the purposes of section 122 of the Fisheries Act.
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	Works carried out due to an emergency
Where works are to be carried out due to an emergency, the exemptions in section 166 of the Planning Act are applicable. Works carried out due to an emergency under the exemptions must comply with all the relevant provisions of section 166 of the Planning Act.
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Due to changes in legislation and policy that applies to the assessment of development and environmental offsets, some provisions previously permitted under self-assessable code MP06 (Minor impact works in a declared fish habitat area or involving the removal, destruction or damage of marine plants, January 2013) called up under the former Fisheries Regulation 2008 and Sustainable Planning Act 2009 are no longer applicable for consideration as new accepted development under the Planning Act 2016. This has prompted a change in approach that provides for the consideration of significant residual impacts on declared FHA’s, a matter of state environmental significance for the Environmental Offsets Act 2014, as required by current legislation and policy.
This section documents grandfather provisions previously permitted as self-assessable development and enables these to continue in their previously approved form as accepted development under the Planning Act 2016.
New proposals of this nature, and amendments to projects listed in these grandfathered provisions, that involve operational work within a declared FHA are assessable development and a development application will need to be lodged.
Table 7 lists the requirements for accepted development including the maximum allowable disturbance for new work within a declared FHA for specified grandfathered projects.
[bookmark: _Toc482621544]Table 7 – Accepted Development Requirements– Grandfathered projects
	Works type
	Requirements for accepted development

	8.7.1 Construction of runnels for mosquito control by Local Government for a public purpose that was endorsed by Fisheries Queensland and referred to under self- assessable code MP06.
	The following local government integrated mosquito management programs were endorsed by Fisheries Queensland prior to December 2007 and are included for the purpose of these grandfather provisions:
· City of Gold Coast
· Redland City Council
· Moreton Bay for the Redcliffe and Pine Rivers areas

Runnels are constructed as per the above Fisheries Queensland endorsed Integrated Mosquito Management Program developed by the Local Government.
Runnels must be:
· Hand-dug or constructed using specialised mechanical equipment
· Less than 0.3 m deep with a width to depth ratio of 3:1
· Follow and be confluent with existing natural drainage lines.

	8.7.2 Operational works for a public purpose as detailed in a Marine Plant (fish habitat) Management Strategy (MPMS) that was endorsed by Fisheries Queensland and referred to under self- assessable code MP06.

	The following MPMS were endorsed by Fisheries Queensland and remain in force under these Accepted Development Requirements:
· Bundaberg Regional Council—Mangrove Management Strategy
· Cairns Regional Council—Marine Plant Management Strategy
· Fraser Coast Regional Council—Maryborough Mangrove Management Strategy

The current version of the MPMS must be referred to and is available from Fisheries Queensland or the relevant local government agency.
Works within a declared FHA is in accordance with the details of an endorsed MPMS.
Notification under section 4 does not apply.
Signage and notification are to be as specified in the MPMS. Signage is required to state the name of the MPMS.
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[bookmark: _Toc206411821]Glossary
	Accepted development Refer to s.44(4) of the Planning Act
Means development for which a development approval is not required.


	Agreed delivery arrangement as defined in the Environmental Offsets Act 2014 

	Aids to navigation Refer to s.104 of the Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act 1994.

	Appropriately qualified and experienced consultant means a professional who has demonstrated experience, skills, training and qualifications relevant to fish habitats, to effectively undertake the applicable work.  

	Assessable development Refer to s.44(3) of the Planning Act 
Means development for which a development approval is required.

	

	Associated powerline infrastructure includes the following:
· Access tracks used to access maintenance works on the powerlines or for routine inspections;
· Electricity supply infrastructure, including towers, powerlines, power boxes, power posts and stays;
· Warning signs relating to the powerlines.


	Constructed drain means a flow path that has been lawfully modified for drainage purposes.
· A constructed drain could still meet the definition of a waterway under the Fisheries Act and may provide fish habitat and/or fish passage. 

	

	Debris means the remains of anything broken down or destroyed; ruins; fragments; rubbish.

	Declared area Refer s.11, schedule dictionary of the Disaster Management Act 2003.
Means—
· for a disaster situation declared under section 64(1) of the Disaster Management Act 2003—the disaster district, or the part of the disaster district, for which the disaster situation is declared; or
· for a disaster situation declared under section 69 of the Disaster Management Act 2003—the State or, if the disaster situation is declared for a part of the State, the part.

	

	Declared Fish Habitat Area Refer to schedule 1 Dictionary of the Fisheries Act.
Means an area that is declared under the Fisheries Act to be a Fish Habitat Area.

	

	Development Refer Sch.2 of the Planning Act 
Means –
(a) carrying out—
(i)   building work; or
(ii)  plumbing or drainage work; or
(iii) operational work; or
(b) reconfiguring a lot; or
(c) a material change of use of premises.

	

	Development approval Refer s.49(1) of the Planning Act 
Means –
· A preliminary approval; or 
· A development permit; or
· A combination of a preliminary approval and a development permit.


	Disaster Refer to s.13(1) of the Disaster Management Act 2003.
Means a serious disruption in a community, caused by the impact of an event that requires a significant coordinated response by the State and other entities to help the community recover from the disruption.

	Disaster situation Refer to s.11, schedule dictionary of the Disaster Management Act 2003.
Means a disaster situation declared under section 64(1) or section 69 of the Disaster Management Act 2003.

	Emergency Refer to s.166(8) of the Planning Act.
Means an event or situation that involves an imminent and definite threat requiring immediate action (whether before, during or after the event or situation), other than routine maintenance due to wear and tear.

	Entity Refer to schedule 1 Dictionary of the Fisheries Act
Includes an entity established under the law of the Commonwealth or another state.

	Fillet structures constructed in front of an eroding bank to reduce wave energy, usually constructed out of rock or timber. These structures absorb wave action and create an area of still water between the fillet and the eroding bank. This still water area encourages the accumulation of sediment and provides a habitat that is suitable for the natural regeneration of marine plants. 

	

	Fish habitat Refer to schedule 1 Dictionary of the Fisheries Act
Includes land, waters and plants associated with the life cycle of fish, and includes land and waters not presently occupied by fisheries resources.

	

	Formed access track is a track that has been built up over the natural levels of the ground for the purpose of allowing access for maintenance vehicles.

	Highest astronomical tide means the highest level of the tides that can be predicted to occur under average meteorological conditions and under any combination of astronomical conditions. 

	Infrastructure Refer to schedule 2 Dictionary of the Planning Act.
Does not include land, facilities, services or works for an environmental offset.

	Lawful work is work that was constructed in compliance with all of the requirements, under any Act, relating to a work of that type at the time of construction. A lawful work may be owned by a public or private entity. A naturally occurring waterway is not a lawful work.

	Like-for-like replacement includes replacement of a lawful work at its original location for the same purpose or function and may include improved engineering and ecological outcomes without increasing impacts to fish habitats.

	Lowest Astronomical Tide means the lowest level of the tides that can be predicted to occur under average meteorological conditions and any combination of astronomical conditions. 

	Maintenance is works on and around an existing lawful work, including reconstruction and replacement within and up to the extent of the original footprint to maintain its safe, effective functioning and ongoing use and operation.
Maintenance does not include the following:
· Work to extend the existing lawful work beyond the original footprint
· Construction of a new work that extends outside the footprint of the existing lawful work
· Beach replenishment work.

	Management B area Refer to schedule 11 Dictionary of the Fisheries (General) Regulation.
Means an area within a declared Fish Habitat Area identified by the words 'management B' on the Fish Habitat Area plan for the declared Fish Habitat Area.

	

	Marine plant Refer s. 8 of the Fisheries Act:
· a plant (a tidal plant) that usually grows on, or adjacent to, tidal land, whether it is living, dead, standing or fallen;
· material of a tidal plant, or other plant material on tidal land;
· a plant, or material of a plant, prescribed by regulation to be a marine plant.
A marine plant does not include a plant that is a prohibited matter or restricted matter, or a controlled biosecurity matter or regulated biosecurity matter under the Biosecurity Act 2014.


	Monitoring includes low impact collection of baseline sampling data, survey and investigation works associated with the impacts of development.

	Mean High Water Springs The long-term mean of the heights of 2 successive high waters during those periods of 24 hours (approximately once a fortnight) when the range of tide is greatest, during full and new moon.

	Natural resource management group is an organisation that focuses on the sustainable management and conservation of natural resources, including land, water, biodiversity, and ecosystems. 

	Non-tidal land is all land that does not meet the definition of tidal land. 

	Offset delivery plan as defined in the Environmental Offsets Act 2014 

	Operational work Refer to schedule 2 Dictionary of the Planning Act 2016.
Means work, other than building work or plumbing or drainage work (refer to schedule 2 Dictionary of the Planning Act), in, on, over or under premises that materially affects premises or the use of premises.

	Private purpose means for a private residential or commercial use or use that does not meet the definition of public purpose.

	Protected area 
· Land that is dedicated under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 as a national park, national park (scientific), national park (Aboriginal land), national park (Torres Strait Islander land), national park (Cape York Peninsula Aboriginal land), conservation park or resources reserve.
· A marine park declared under the Marine Parks Act 2004.
· A Fish Habitat Area declared under the Fisheries Act 1994.
· Lands managed by QPWS on behalf of the State.

	Public purpose means for a use relating to the provision of services or infrastructure for the public by government, natural resource management groups and energy and water suppliers, and that is undertaken for a public benefit.

	Rehabilitation means returning a site to a state where natural succession can continue the recovery process and allow fisheries values of the site to be returned, for example, planting propagules or seeds. It may be required that plant material to be used for rehabilitation is sourced from areas where a development approval for the removal, destruction or damage of a marine plant has been issued.

	Resource allocation authority means a resource allocation authority issued and in force under part 5, division 3A, subdivision 1 of the Fisheries Act.

	Restoration means actions to return a site to an agreed pre-existing condition.

	Runnelling means construction of shallow, spoon-shaped channels that increase the connectivity of isolated mosquito breeding pools to tidal waters, resulting in more frequent flushing.

	Sandy beach means an area of shoreline comprised of unconsolidated deposits of sediment with a grain size of sand. Does not include areas of coarser material e.g. gravel or finer material e.g. silt or mud.

	Shellfish reef rehabilitation means the strategic placement of a three-dimensional structure designed to promote dense aggregations of shellfish, primarily oysters and mussels, that attach to the structure, each other and surrounding substrates.

	Spoil is earth, soil, rock gravel, unwanted material or marine plant that results from maintenance works.

	Substrate is the underlying hard or soft surface of sediment, soils, sand, rock or mud.

	Subtransmission powerlines are powerlines with a voltage of 109kV and below.

	Threatened ecological communities are communities recognised through legislation as being vulnerable, rare, threatened or endangered.

	Threatened species are species recognised through legislation as being vulnerable, rare, threatened or endangered. 

	Tidal land Refer to schedule 1 Dictionary of the Fisheries Act
Includes reefs, shoals and other land permanently or periodically submerged by waters subject to tidal influence. 

	Transmission powerlines are powerlines with a voltage of 110kV and above.

	Trespass notice refer to s. 406 of the Land Act 1994.

	Unformed access track is a track that follows the natural levels of the ground, used for the purpose of allowing access for maintenance vehicles.

	Waterway Refer to schedule 1 Dictionary of the Fisheries Act
Includes a river, creek, stream, watercourse, drainage feature or inlet of the sea.

	Waterway barrier works Refer schedule 1 Dictionary of the Fisheries Act 
means a dam, weir, crossing, fill or other complete or partial barrier within a waterway if the barrier limits fish access to, or movement within, a waterway. 

	Wetland means an area of permanent or periodic/intermittent inundation, with water that is static or flowing fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed 6 metres. To be a wetland the area must have one or more of the following attributes:
 
· at least periodically the land supports plants or animals that are adapted to and dependent on living in wet conditions for at least part of their life cycle, or 
· the substratum is predominantly undrained soils that are saturated, flooded or ponded long enough to develop anaerobic conditions in the upper layers, or 
· the substratum is not soil and is saturated with water, or covered by water at some time. 

	Works Refer schedule 2 of the Planning Act
Includes building work, operational work, plumbing work and drainage work.
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[bookmark: _Toc174360767][bookmark: _Toc482621090][bookmark: _Toc206412135][bookmark: _Hlk180664261]Appendix 1 – Designated Mooring Areas
A mooring area designated under Part 4 of the Marine Parks (Moreton Bay) Zoning Plan 2019, available from the Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation or at https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/parks/moreton-bay/zoning.

Round Hill Creek Designated Mooring Area within the Seventeen Seventy-Round Hill declared Fish Habitat Area, as per the plan prepared 21 October 2008, available from Maritime Safety Queensland.



[bookmark: _Toc206412136]Appendix 2 – Recordkeeping for rehabilitation projects under work types 5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.3.4 & 5.3.5
[bookmark: _Toc172620875][bookmark: _Toc180480022][bookmark: _Toc190160147][bookmark: _Hlk204762287]Records to be kept:

Revegetation where relevant:
· The location of the revegetation site
· The date and time of revegetation activity
· Number of each species planted

Monitoring:
· Location of rehabilitation site
· Date of monitoring event
· Photos from each monitoring event taken from the same location
· Summary of success for example: 
· Success of vegetation planted at the rehabilitation site vs losses if applicable
· Success in establishment of fish habitats through natural regeneration
· A summary of any issues that affected the outcomes of rehabilitation, for example:
· Any changes in the site conditions
· Any impacts to the site e.g. from significant weather events. 
· Recommendations to improve success.


[bookmark: _Toc206412137]Appendix 3 – Rehabilitation Guidelines
[bookmark: _Toc206412138]Introduction
This appendix provides recommended guidance material for rehabilitation. Using this guidance will assist proponents to meet the general standards and other requirements of relevant work type.
Protecting existing fish habitats in the first instance is more cost-effective and preferable to rehabilitation. Before starting any rehabilitation works, the aim should be to prevent further degradation. Natural regeneration should be monitored to decide if rehabilitation or enhancement is needed. Natural regeneration is preferred to avoid impacting undisturbed areas during rehabilitation activities. Where natural regeneration is slow or unsuccessful, assisted rehabilitation may be appropriate. Rehabilitation should restore the site to support natural succession and recover its fisheries values, rather than substituting.
The following eleven step plan is recommended for the rehabilitation of intertidal and subtidal areas. 
Step 1. Identify site
Step 2. Identify baseline conditions and degrading factors
Step 3. Set rehabilitation objectives and criteria for ‘success’
Step 4. Determine costs
Step 5. Determine and obtain relevant permits / approvals
Step 6. Formulate rehabilitation plan
Step 7. Develop revegetation strategy where necessary
Step 8. Implement plan
Step 9. Assess and monitor site
Step 10. Report results
Step 11. Maintain restored site
[bookmark: _Toc206412139]Step 1: Identify site
Choosing to rehabilitate a site depends on its value and the goals for that value, which can vary among stakeholders. Identifying the site, stakeholders, values, and concerns helps focus rehabilitation efforts and is crucial for success.
Consider these attributes to assess a site's rehabilitation potential:
· Type and extent of habitat degradation.
· Occurrence of fish habitat at the site prior to disturbance.
· Ease of access, particularly if machinery is needed.
· Availability of sufficient land considering tenure, zoning etc.
· Likelihood of issue of permits or approvals.
· Level of community concern over the site.
· Potential for exposure of acid sulfate soils (ASS) during rehabilitation.
· Potential availability of plant material for revegetation if required.
· Potential for erosion control as part of rehabilitation.
· Potential for future colonisation by flora and fauna, including the potential for landward migration with sea level rise.
· Suitability of physical factors at the site for rehabilitation e.g. tidal range, hydrology, freshwater input, wind speed, wind direction, water depth, position of protective headlands or reefs. Rehabilitation has been shown to be more successful in low energy environments.
· Potential for the site to counterbalance past, current or proposed fish habitat loss 
· Potential for the site to counterbalance past or existing stresses where these affect fisheries resources or activities.
· Potential for preservation/rehabilitation of unique or critical fisheries qualities e.g. spawning or nursery sites, connectivity, habitat diversity.
· Potential to cause undesirable changes to existing habitat conditions e.g. creating conditions conducive to mosquito breeding, weed invasion or deflecting erosion to other locations.
· Public awareness of the site and the proposed rehabilitation project will help in promoting the project and its likely benefits. Awareness may generate greater support and may lead to a greater success rate due to an increase in available resources.
[bookmark: _Toc206412140]Step 2: Identify baseline conditions and degrading factors
Early in the rehabilitation plan, establish baseline conditions for the site. This information allows comparisons before and after the rehabilitation project to measure progress and success. Identify and, if possible, eliminate the cause of habitat decline before starting work.
Degrading factors may include:
· weed invasion
· excess sedimentation
· rubbish accumulation
· erosion
· habitat loss e.g. vegetation loss, loss of structural complexity
· unrestricted vehicle or pedestrian access
· unrestricted cattle access
· feral animals
· floating debris
· stormwater / freshwater inputs
· discharges/leachates e.g. from ASS or contaminants.
· lack or restriction of tidal influence.
Successful rehabilitation is unlikely if degrading factors persist. Ongoing protection from these factors is crucial. If they can’t be removed or managed e.g., regular maintenance dredging, rehabilitation is not recommended.
[bookmark: _Toc206412141]Step 3: Set rehabilitation objectives and criteria for ‘success’
Decide if the rehabilitation goal is to restore the site to its pre-disturbance condition or to a state where natural processes can take over.
Rehabilitation objectives define when the project will be considered complete and successful. Ideally objectives should be measurable e.g. % marine plant coverage after X years.
A project should only be considered successful when the rehabilitated area is established by flora and fauna that were present or used the habitat prior to disturbance, or otherwise comparable to an undisturbed reference site locally. 
Clearly define the scope of rehabilitation efforts before starting, and ensure the project adheres to ecologically sustainable development principles to maintain biodiversity and ecological processes essential for fisheries.
[bookmark: _Toc206412142]Step 4: Determine costs
After identifying the site and estimating costs, ensure long-term funding is available for the completion of the project. This should consider costs for labour, expertise, materials, equipment, maintenance, monitoring, and approvals, depending on the project's scope.
[bookmark: _Toc206412143]Step 5: Determine and obtain relevant permits/approvals
Prior to starting works, ensure that current statutory state and commonwealth approvals are obtained. Contact your local SARA office, noting that not all state approvals are managed through SARA.
[bookmark: _Toc206412144]Step 6: Formulate rehabilitation plan
Rehabilitation may only require the removal of the degrading factor/s. The site may then be able to restore naturally. Where removal of degrading factors is not sufficient to return fish habitats to the site, alteration of the hydrology and profile of the site or revegetation may be required. Prior to starting works document all stages and consider all project aspects, including future monitoring and maintenance. 
1. Plan removal of degrading factors
Identify factors contributing to habitat decline and where possible, remove. 
2. Plan strategy to ensure the hydrology and profile of the site is suitable for marine plant growth
After a disturbance, adjusting the hydrology and tidal profile of a site may be necessary to support marine plant colonisation. These modifications can boost natural rehabilitation success by preventing erosion, improving drainage, and ensuring the tidal range is suitable for marine plant establishment, either naturally or through planting. It is important that testing for potential acid sulfate soils (PASS) is conducted, and mitigation/contingency measures are put in place. During preparation of the site, it is important that the existing vegetation, unless identified as weeds, is avoided as much as possible. When re-profiling a site, it is important to maintain some level of variation in microtopography at the site.
3. Determine whether revegetation is required
If natural revegetation is minimal or the site has low re-seeding capacity after a set period, aided or active revegetation may be needed. Establish a threshold for time and/or extent of regrowth that will trigger aided revegetation.
4. Consider unexpected events or failure
Consider actions that would be undertaken should an unexpected event occur, or rehabilitation does not go to plan. Include actions that would be implemented if problems arise.
[bookmark: _Toc206412145]Step 7: Develop revegetation strategy where necessary
Once the decision to revegetate is made, carefully select species for planting. Consider whether a mixed community or a monoculture is better: mixed planting may lead to faster diversity, while monoculture can stabilise the site quicker. You might plant a monoculture initially for stabilisation and then add other species later or allow natural succession. Compare plant structures of nearby communities to guide whether a mixed or monospecific community should be established.
Environmental factors affecting the species suitability for a site include:
· salinity
· turbidity
· soil characteristics such as density, pH, texture, composition, nutrients
· tidal profile
· tidal height and range
· inundation frequency
· hydrology including wave action and currents
· quantity and quality of runoff
· local species distribution and abundance
· water quality such as nitrogen, phosphorus, chlorophyll a and turbidity
· proximity to freshwater source and frequency of freshwater inundation.
When selecting a species, consider any legal or other restrictions on its use. In Queensland, all marine plants are protected, so legislative requirements must be followed.
There must be a sufficient source of stock that will suit the available propagation methods. 
Determine the quantity of plant material needed / desired plant spacing.
Determine source of plant material, it may be possible to remove plant material from the actual rehabilitation site prior to disturbance, and to hold it in a nursery situation until the disturbance has been removed.
Genetic hybridisation and disease need to be considered when translocating material between sites. 
Prior to planting, it is important that any collected plant material is checked for disease.
The species to be planted and the method of planting will determine the optimum time of year for collection and planting of seeds and seedlings at the site. 
[bookmark: _Toc206412146]Step 8: Implement plan
After developing a detailed rehabilitation plan, implement it as outlined and within the agreed timeframe to improve success. Keep detailed records of all stages to assist with future reporting.
[bookmark: _Toc206412147]Step 9: Assess and monitor site
After planting, monitor the survival and growth of the plants and check for weed encroachment. Address any issues with troubleshooting measures.
1. Monitor survival
If transplant survival is low, it may signal an unidentified degrading factor. Identify and, if possible, remove this factor. High mortality might require a second planting. Set a threshold, such as 50% mortality, to decide if additional planting is needed.
2. Monitor growth
High growth rates can create space and protection for additional seedlings, but some plants may need to be thinned for full canopy development. Regularly monitor growth and survival for at least a year after planting, then annually.
3. Troubleshoot problems – modify plan where necessary
Troubleshooting potential problems is a key follow-up step in the rehabilitation process.
[bookmark: _Toc206412148]Step 10: Report results
Documenting techniques, methods, and outcomes after implementing a rehabilitation plan is crucial, even if the project isn't successful. This information helps with future projects and problem-solving. There will not be penalties if rehabilitation works fail due to events that are not reasonably foreseeable or beyond reasonable rectification.
[bookmark: _Toc206412149]Step 11: Maintain restored site
After rehabilitation and monitoring, maintain the site's restored values. Periodically reassess the project steps to ensure long-term success, and repeat steps as needed based on site assessments.
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